
work of curing stomach-ache and all the other mean
unscientific complaints that make up the larger part of
every doctor's business." But he does not fail with the
larger problems and he may often see even farther into
these minor ones of a physician's life to his patients' and
his own advantage. It seems almost ridiculous to sol¬
emnly repeat such a self-evident truth, but its aspect to
our contemporary as almost "claptrap," has tempted us.

Medical News.
The New Hospital of the Mexican Central Railroad

at Aguas Calientes, Mexico, will soon be in operation.
The medical staff of the British army in South

Africa consists of 466 army and 440 civilian surgeons,
566 female nurses and 5668 male nurses and orderlies,
exclusive of local nurses and surgeons.

Dr. McCall Anderson, professor of clinical medi-
cine in the University of Glasgow, has been appointed
to the chair of systematic medicine made vacant by the
resignation of Sir W. Gairdner.

Major-Surgeon John Van R. Hoff, of the Army,
passed through Chicago August 21, on his way from
Porto Rico to China, where he is ordered as medical
director of the United States expeditionary forces under
General Chaffee.

Dr. Tarnier's monument, a high relief in marble
nine feet tall, will be placed in the wall of the hospital
at Paris, where the famous surgeon held his clinics.
The artist has represented him as operating on a patient,
assisted by three students.

The Marquis of Bute has offered the University of
St. Andrews, Scotland, the sum of £20,000 to be held
as a fund for endowing a chair of anatomy in that insti¬
tution. The subject will come before the University
Court at a special meeting called for September 1.

Registration at International Medical Con¬
gress.—Up to August 5, 6170 members had registered
at the Congress in Paris. Of these 2293 were from
France; 805 from Russia; 572 from Germany; 412 from
the United States; 324 from Italy; 222 from Great
Britain; 219 from Spain; 147 from Belgium; 141 from
Austria ; 108 from the Argentine Republic and 101 from
Switzerland.

Testimonial to Christian Fenger.—The Chicago
Medical Society has appointed a committee, consisting
of Drs. W. A. Evans, W. L. Baum, and J. B. Murphy,
to arrange for a testimonial banquet to be tendered to
Dr. Christian Fenger on his birthday, November 3.
The affair will be national in character and is intended
as a token of respect to Dr. Fenger, to show that his
colleagues appreciate the services he has rendered his
profession and humanity.

Dinner in Honor of Lord Lister.—Lord Lister
was honored in Paris by a dinner given by the "Scientia"
Society, August 1, at the Restaurant des Congrès in the
Exposition grounds. About 60 guests were present.
Lucas-Champonnière told of his journey to Glasgow
to see Lister, and how after seeing and working with him,he returned as an apostle to Paris but was not listened
to. Pinard spoke of the debt owed by accoucheurs and
their patients to Lister. In his own simple and quiet
way, Lord Lister responded, telling of his early strug¬
gles, which were without result until Pasteur showed the
way, and disclaiming credit for the benefits of his work
to humanity, which he said was due to the happy acci¬
dent of his epoch.

Vital Statistics of Scotland.—The Registrar-General's report for 1899 shows that 130,656 births
were registered, of which 8488 were illegitimate, a birth¬
rate of 30.5 per thousand. The number of deaths regis¬
tered was 79,548; 39,919 males and 39,629 females, a
mortality-rate of 18.6 per thousand. The eight princi¬
pal towns of Scotland had a birth-rate of 31.3 per thous¬
and and a death-rate of 20.4 per thousand. Greenock
had the highest birth- and the highest death-rate. Zy¬
motic diseases caused 14.57 per cent, of the total mor¬

tality; influenza, 1.13 per cent.; measles, 2.92 per cent.;
whooping-cough, 2.51 per cent. ; fevers, 1.07 per cent. ;
diphtheria, 0.81 per cent. ; cancer, 4.40 per cent. ;
phthisis, 9.43 per cent. ; nervous diseases, 11.33 per cent. ;.
circulatory diseases, 8.47 per cent. ; respiratory diseases,
19.49 per cent.; digestive diseases, 7.41 per cent; vio¬
lence, 4.07 per cent.

ALABAMA.
Dr. Robert E. Noble, Anniston, has been appointed acting

assistant-surgeon in the army and is now on his way to China.
Dr. T. C. Thorington, city physician of Montgomery, gives

the annual mortality of that city at 12.93 per 1000, for the
year ending May 31, 1900. He states that it is the best record
of any city in the Southern States.

CALIFORNIA.
Riverside County is erecting a hospital on a commanding

site near the village of Arlington.
The Redding board of health met for organization August 8,

and elected Dr. B. E. Stevenson president.
Bubonic Plague Reports have been decided by Superior

Judge Hart, San Francisco, to be public property. The Bee of
that city instituted mandamus proceedings to compel Secretary
Mathews of the State Board of Health to produce the reports
on bubonic plague given by Drs. Mouser and Ryfkogel. Dr.
Mathews made answer that the reports were not public prop¬
erty, that the discretion for giving or not giving them out
lay with the board of health, and furthermore that they were
in the custody of the governor of the State.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Dr. Larkin W. Glazebrook, Washington, has been reap-

pointed deputy coroner of the District.
The Commissioners of the District, on August 9, appointed

Dr. J. Ramsay Nevitt, Washington, coroner of the District,
to succeed Dr. William P. Carr, term expired.

FLORIDA.
Key West presents a good showing from the health stand¬

point. Dr. John V. R. Plummer, city health officer, reports
28 deaths for July, the lowest mortality ever noted for that
month. The lowest mortality in previous years was 40, in
1899. A peculiar feature in the report is that 4 deaths, or
more than 14 per cent., are said to have been due to tetanus
neonatorum, and 1 death to tetanus (adult).

ILLINOIS.
Dr. Robert Williams, of Carthage, will locate in Alden,

Minn.
Dr. C. A. Fowler, Galena, has purchased the practice of

Dr. Lucas, of Malta, and will locate there.
Dr. E. Sargent, who has been resident-physician at Mercy

Hospital, Chicago, has opened an office in the Chase building,
Moline.

St. Mary's Hospital, Quincy, is being enlarged by the
erection of a new wing. When this is completed the hospital
will accommodate 200 patients.

Dr. George N. Lucas, who has been practicing in Malta
for five years has sold his property and will move to Elgin.

A hospital ig to be established at Pekin, provided the
necessary funds can be raised. Subscriptions to the amount
of $9,000 have already been secured.
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The report of the Harvard Cottage Hospital shows that

during the year ended August 1, 115 cases, all surgical, were

treated, with only one death. Dr. Colonel M. Johnson. Har¬
vard, is surgeon.

Dr. Henry Hatch, Quincy, has agreed to establish a hos¬
pital of 35 beds and to cost $30,000, at Hannibal, Mo., provided
that city will donate $15,000, a lot for the hospital, and free
gas and water for five years.

The club system, with which we have fortunately been
little afflicted in the United States, has invaded this state.
An association has been incorporated recently in Bloomington,
which for a "small consideration paid each month," agrees to

pay the physicians' and druggists' bills of its membership.
The explicit statement is made that any physician or druggist
desired by the member can be employed.

Chicago.
Dr. E. H. Ochsner returned from Paris August 19.
Dr. Leo Loeb went this week to Woods Holl, Mass., for

a few weeks.
Dr. E. Russell Ogden has returned. He spent his vacation

in New London, Conn., and at other New England points.
Dr. Gustavus M. Blech and Miss Rose Bergenstadt were

married August 9, at Wicker Park Hall, by Rabbi Bauer.
Drs. Homer O. Bates and Laura C. Bates are at their

summer home, Thousand Island Park, N. Y., for the month of
August.

Dr. John B. Murphy has returned from Paris bringing
the first personal information about the International Medical
Congress. He says that the attendance was fair, but that the
foreign representation was not so large as had been expected.
Germany, England and the United States had meager delega¬
tions. The work of the Congress was up to the average. The
plans for official entertaining were crippled by the death of
the King of Italy.

The Medical Arrangements for the thirty-fourth national
encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, are in the
hands of Dr. T. Jay Robeson, late Major-Surgeon First Illi¬
nois Cavalry, U. S. V.; Dr. Arthur R. Reynolds, Health Com¬
missioner, and J. F. Hultgen, who acts as secretary. They
will be assisted by about 150 physicians, who will be assigned
to meet all trains containing soldiers; they will visit quarters
free morning and evening and will be designated by a badge
and a G. A. R. hat. A temporary hospital has been arranged
for at Medical Department Headquarters in the Keith build¬
ing, Wabash avenue and Monroe street. Field hospitals pro¬
vided with ambulances will also be established at various
points along the line of march to care for emergency cases.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

According to precedent the mortality of the week following
the heated term should have been as high as, if not higher
than, that of the hot week itself. Precedents, however, have
been set at naught, this year in many ways, and the recorded
deaths last week are 27 per cent, fewer than for the week of
continuous highest temperature on record in thirty years.
Based on the Department's estimated population of 1,750,000,
the death-rate for the week is only 13.5 per thousand, an

unprecedentedly low figure for midsummer and marvelously
low considering the high temperature immediately preceding.
The most gratifying features are the decrease in the deaths
of infants and children under 5 years of age, 192 last week and
275 theweekbefore, and the decrease in deaths from the impure-
water diseases, 121 last week, 191 the week previous. Of the 12
deaths from sunstroke, 9 occurred during the previous week,
the reports from the coroner's office and from hospitals hav¬
ing been delayed. The department records show a total of
26 deaths due to sunstroke as the direct cause, besides many
from chronic diseases hastened to a fatal termination by heat
-exhaustion. While all deaths are, of necessity reported to the
Health Department, it is estimated that only about 70 per
cent, of the births are so reported. Notwithstanding this dis¬
crepancy, the reported births last week outnumbered the
deaths by one-third, 454 deaths and 605 births. The deaths
reported for the week ended August 18, were 454, 38 less than
in the corresponding week of 1899 ; the death-rate per thousand
•was 13.51 as compared with 14.75 in 1899. Males to the num-

ber of 259 died and 195 females. Of children under 1 year of

age 130 died; between 1 and 5 years, 62, and over 60 years, 99.
The principal causes of death were: Acute intestinal dis¬
eases, 116; consumption, 45; heart diseases, 31; nervous dis¬
eases, 27; violence, 19; Bright's disease, 16; cancer, 14; sun¬

stroke, 12; convulsions, 10; apoplexy, 9; suicide, 5. The num¬

ber of contagious diseases reported during the week was 49,
of which 23 were scarlet fever and 26 diphtheria. Antitoxin
was employed in 126 cases. At the stockyards, 31,715 pounds
of meat were condemned. In the laboratory, 451 samples of
milk and cream were analyzed, 7.53 per cent, of which were

found to be below grade.

INDIANA.
Dr. A. B. Darby, of Waterloo, has received the Republican

nomination as state senator for his district.
A physician of Monticello was fined $10 in a justice court

for failing to put a "whooping cough" card on a house in
which several children were suffering with the disease.

The Indiana State Medical Board has under consideration
a uniform code of medical laws for the United States. Until
this shall be accomplished, the board will adhere rigidly to

the rule requiring all applicants from other states to pass
the examination required before they are granted licenses to

practice.
A committee from the Delaware County Medical Society,

met the county commissioners and requested an appropriation
of $10,000 for the establishment of a county hospital, of which
there is urgent need. They agreed that if this appropriation
was made, $10,000 additional would be provided from other
sources. The commissioners temporized and pleaded poverty.

IOWA.
Some miscreant has twice in one week set fire to the office

of Dr. Edward H. Knittle, Onslow.
Dr. G. L. Everall, of Farmersburg has sold his property

and practice to Dr. Irving Munger, who moves to that place
from Elkader.

KENTUCKY.
Dr. J. A. Averdick, Covington, returned from a three-

months tour of Europe, August 11.
Two Kentucky physicians, Francis Wells, Louisville, and

David Hampton, Covington, have started for the seat of war.

They have recently been appointed acting assistant-surgeons
in the army.

Dr. T. Hunt Stucky, Louisville, has been chosen medical
director for the Triennial Conclave of Knights Templar.
Upon him will devolve the organization of first-aid and hos¬

pital service during the conclave.

LOUISIANA.
The quarantine against Tampa, Fla., was raised August

18, by the State Board of Health.
Dr. Henry E. Menage, New Orleans, returned, August 8,

from his service with the Army in Manila.
The "Senses Hospital," or Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat

Hospital of New Orleans, realized $6,632.66 August 17, as the

proceeds of a festival held for its benefit.

MAINE.
Dr. W. A. Purington, of Sangerville, was recently married

to Miss Susie Weeks, of Chicago.
Dr. S. Watson Bragg was married to Miss Adele L. Leland

of Enfield, August 14. Dr. Bragg is a practitioner of Mon¬
tague and his wife received training as a nurse at the Eastern

Maine General Hospital. They will reside in Montague.
MARYLAND.

The death-rate in Baltimore for the week ending Aug. 18
was 25.08, viz., whites 23.81 per cent., colored 32.66. These

proportions show the greater effect of high temperature on the
white race, the usual proportion being between the two races

about 1 to 2%. The total number of deaths was 261, as com¬

pared with 174 for the corresponding week of last year; 85
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were in children under 5, and 43 are attributed to "sunstroke."
Cholera infantum caused 38, dysentery and diarrhea 13, ty¬
phoid fever 9, and consumption 20.

The law requires persons removing night soil in Baltimore to
secure a permit from the city commissioner of health and haul
it through the streets to the city scows, where a fee is paid
for dumping it. Instead of doing this, many persons employed
in this work have been selling it to farmers living around the
city. The practice has become so general, as to threaten to
pollute the streams supplying a part of the city. The law is
now openly violated. The State Board of Health, the city
commissioner of health and the county officials are working
together for the correction of the evil. It is thought that
if the fee for dumping were abolished, there would be more

ready compliance with the law.

MICHIGAN.
Dr. A. N. Treadgold, of Kilmanagh, is going to locate in

Cass City.
Dr. J. C. Rutledge, Detroit, has beea appointed acting

assistant-surgeon in the army and expects to be ordered to
the Orient.

Dr. J. Irving Mabee, of Rockwood, has joined the army
medical department as acting assistant-surgeon, and started
for the seat of war in the far east, August 15.

Dr. Louis W. Pease, Saginaw, has been ordered to report
for duty at San Francisco as acting assistant-surgeon, U. S.
Army. He served throughout the Spanish-American war as
surgeon in the Thirty-third Michigan Infantry, U. S. V.

MINNESOTA.
The annual meeting of the board of trustees of the state

asylum for the insane was held at Fergus Falls, August 9.
Dr. David N. Jones, Gaylord, was re-elected president of the
board.

"Electrical Institutes" in Minnesota are soon to have
their rights tested by the State Board of Medical Examiners,
which claims that no one has a right to administer electrical
treatment for disease without first possessing a physician's
license. The question hinges on whether or not electrical
treatment constitutes practice of medicine under the statute.

MISSOURI.
The Macon County (Mo.) Medical Society will hold a

clinical meeting at Macon, September 4.
Dr. Thomas J. Thorpe, St. Louis, was accidentally, and

probably fatally shot on August 11,
Dr. Harry Tatum, a recent graduate of Jefferson Medical

College, Philadelphia, has located in Brunswick.
Dr. Henry J. Schenck, of St. Louis, is to be married. Au¬

gust 30, to Miss Natalie Altheimer, of the same city.
Dr. Charles Gowans, St. Louis, was married to Miss

Hermione Hinton, August 15. They will reside at 6013 Cates
avenue.

The Bill authorizing the erection of a new city hospital
on the site of that destroyed by the tornado was passed by the
St. Louis city council. August 7.

Dr. Heber Robarts, of St. Louis, editor of the X-Ray Jour¬
nal, is at the head of a syndicate which proposes to build a

sanitarium devoted to the treatment of disease by electricity.
Dr. Edward Wallace Lee, who has just returned from

Europe, will locate in St. Louis and devote himself exclusively
to surgery. Dr. Lee was for some years professor of surgery
in the Creighton Medical College, Omaha.

Kansas City quacks are to be vigorously attacked by the
State Board of Health. If the local member of the board,
Dr. S. C James can make good his assertions and is backed
up by law, great results should ensue, but most medical
practice acts are noteworthy for the way in which they can

be ignored and that with impunity and immunity.

MONTANA.
The epidemic of smallpox at Anaconda has cost Deer Lodge

County nearly $20,000, since October last.

NEBRASKA.
Dr. L. A. Lansing, of Buffalo,  . Y., has located in Emerson.
Dr. P. T. Conlan, who has been practicing in Columbus,

has located at Platte Center.

NEW JERSEY.
Dr. Peter B. Davenport has been appointed health officer

of Vailsburg.
An automobile accident, which caused the death of a

woman, is the reason for a $25,000 damage suit brought
against Dr. W. L. Vroom, of Ridgewood, coroner of Bergen
county. An endeavor is also being made to indict him for
criminal negligence.

The management of the Children's Seashore House in At¬
lantic City is making an urgent effort to raise the sum of
$4,000, which is required to keep this house open for its-
customary season. The establishment was erected in 1872
and has accommodations for 225 children. Up to the time the
Children's Seashore House had closed last summer it had
since its foundation treated 16,947 children, and 4088 mothers,
or a total of 21,035 patients.

NEW YORK.
Db. A. M. Leonard, Cicero, was married to Miss E. Vickery,

of Clay, August 8.
The will of the late Dr. J. C. Rappold, Brooklyn, was.

filed for probate, August 9. His estate is valued at $12,000.
The Geneva City Hospital, Ontario county,  . Y., will

receive $10,000 by the will of the late Judge Francis O. MasonT
and an additional $80,000 on the death of his two sisters.

OHIO.
Dr. E. Homer Gee, of Xenia, a graduate of Rush Medical-

College, and late interne at the Freedmen's Hospital, Washing¬
ton, has located in Zanesville.

Dr. Henry Verdier, Cincinnati, has started for San Fran¬
cisco. He has been assigned to duty as acting assistant-sur¬
geon in the army.

Smallpox appeared in 103 places in 53 different counties
of the state between January 1 and August 1, according to
the state health board's report. The total number of cases-

was 1647 and the deaths numbered 20.
The staff for the Protestant Hospital for the ensuing year

was announced by the trustees, August 14. Dr. David N.
Kinsman was appointed chief of staff; Drs. Charles W. Mc-
Gavran and Clarence F. Schlitz, resident physicians, and
George M. Waters, radiographer.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Dr. S. G. Burkholder, has removed from Chicago and will

locate in Rothsville.
The little town of Catawissa is suffering from a mild epi¬

demic of typhoid fever. During the week two new cases have
occurred.

Anthrax has broken out among a large herd of cattle at
Tunkhannock. Five have died, while 150 have already been,
exposed to the infection.

Seven cases of smallpox have developed at Erie, and a num¬

ber of persons have been exposed to the disease. A rigid quar¬
antine is being maintained.

The causes of death, reported by census enumerators to the
clerk of the Orphan's Court in Buck's County, include "hart
parlias," "paraliya," "hart truble," "newmonia" and "live-
cuplat," the latter being interpreted to mean liver complaint.

Thirteen employes of the Pennsylvania Railroad at Al-
toona were, August 17, taken seriously ill with nausea and
cramps, supposed to have been due to polluted drinking water.

In Allegheny Furnace, a suburb of Altoona, a very large
number of persons are suffering with diphtheria. Five new

cases were reported on August 17.
Vineland and Millville, two adjoining towns, are waging

war against each other over the proposed establishment of a

system of sewage by the former town. It is believed that
should it drain into Maurice River the water-supply of Mill¬
ville will become infected. One attorney has heretofore at-
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tended matters for both places, but he is now in Paris. Mill-
ville threatens to get an injunction in regard to the matter.

Dr. L. B. Olinger, Pittsburg, has been made an acting as¬

sistant-surgeon in the army, and has been ordered to leave for
the Pacific coast, there to report to the surgeon-in-charge for
assignment to duty in China.

Philadelphia.
Dr. W. W. Keen will return from Europe about the end

of September.
Dr. Wharton Sinkler sailed for Europe, August 18, to be

gone several weeks.
Dr. H. W. Cattell has resigned from his position as pathol¬

ogist to the Philadelphia Hospital.
Through the bequest of George W. Cross, of Lower Merion,

the Wills Eye Hospital has become beneficiary to a consider¬
able estate.

Different manufacturers of quinin of Philadelphia are
now busy endeavoring to supply large orders for that drug to
be sent to the army in China.

The physician to the Empress of China is Dr. Hu King
Eng, who graduated from the Woman's Medical College in this
city several years ago, and is now in Pekin.

The Board of Health has recently purchased two new
ambulances for the Philadelphia Hospital, and also four disin¬
fecting wagons, which will soon be completed for service.

One of the daily papers—Bulletin—of this city has for
some time been exposing another fraud in the shape of a
"Doctor of Suggestive Therapeutics," who has been duping
the unwary.

The Dairy and Food Commissioners have now on file
twenty-three bills against persons selling adulterated articles
of food. Most of these are for selling oleomargarin under the
guise of butter.

Dr. George S. Mintzer, resident-surgeon at the Medico-
Chirurgical Hospital, has been appointed surgeon in the
United States Army. He has been ordered to report for duty
at San Francisco and left, August 18.

A mild epidemic of typhoid fever has broken out in the
northwestern section of the city, which has been attributed
to drinking impure water. Many of the cases have been ad¬
mitted to the German and St. Joseph's Hospitals.

The Children's Country Week Association during the past
week despatched 350 more children to the surrounding country
districts. Within the past three weeks this association has
sent 4000 children to spend a few days at country homes.

The roof garden on the top of the Children's Hospital at
Twenty-second and Walnut streets has proved of the greatest
utility in keeping down the mortality of the hospital during
the extreme hot spell which has been prevailing here for
several weeks.

Saturday, August 11, was the hottest day that has ever
heen recorded for this month in Philadelphia. The maximum
temperature was 100.06. The next day, Sunday, was the
fourth hottest day ever recorded, and registered 99.2 at 3:50
p. m. These figures, it must be remembered, were those ob¬
tained on the fourth floor of the postoffice building. On the
ground the heat was almost intolerable. On August 12, ten
deaths were attributed to the heat.

A material increase in the mortality is noted for this
week, the total number of deaths being 550, an increase of 98
over that of the previous week and an increase of 169 over the
corresponding period of last year. The principal causes of
death were: sunstroke, 56; apoplexy, 16; nephritis, 26;
cholera infantum, 42 ; tuberculosis, 54 ; marasmus, 27 ; ir
flammation of stomach and intestines, 24; diphtheria, 64
cases, 10 deaths; scarlet fever, 22 cases, 1 death; typhoid
fever, 77 cases, 8 deaths.

RHODE ISLAND.
An emergency hospital is to be established in Pawtucket

under the charge of Dr. Francis M. Harrington. An option
has been secured on a suitable house at 374 Main street and
the promoters intend to have the hospital ready for use by
September 1.

SOUTH DAKOTA.
Charges have been preferred by H. Kautzman, editor of the

Yankton Beacon Light, against Dr. Ross, the superintendent of
the state asylum for the insane at Yankton. The charges in¬
clude official misconduct, selling of state property and drunken¬
ness. It is believed that the fight is purely political, as the
management of the asylum has been satisfactory.

TENNESSEE.
Dr. H. F. Ham has been selected by the county board of

health to take charge of the Emergency Hospital, Memphis,
vice Dr. McKay, suspended.

Erlanger Hospital, Chattanooga, is soon to have a modern
operating-room. Dr. Henry Berlin has secured donations to
the amount of about $1000 for this purpose, and the work will
be undertaken at once.

Dr. Alexander B. Dancy, who has been taking a post¬
graduate course in New York, has returned to Jackson. He
has had inflammatory rheumatism for two months and is un¬
able to resume practice at present.

Dr. Benjamin B. Cates has been elected to fill the chair of
surgery in the Tennessee Medical College, Knoxville. Dr. H.
J. Kelso takes the chair of anatomy; Dr. S. R. Miller takes Dr.
Kelso's old place as professor of clinical and operative surgery,
while Dr. C. R. Zemph becomes professor of materia medica
and therapeutics. The chair of obstetrics was united with
that of gynecology under Dr. S. M. Miller. Those changes
were necessitated by the recent death of Dr. John L. Howell.

TEXAS.
The cost of fighting smallpox in Galveston, from February

till May was $2748.74. In his report to the Board of Health
Dr. C. H. Wilkinson, health physician, states that 30 cases of
smallpox were cared for in the camp, and 13 suspects were held
in detention. The health department made 1410 out of the
2427 vaccinations reported, inspected 2053 premises, removed
10,184 dray loads of garbage and 1026 dead animals.

VIRGINIA.
Dr. Warren Jacobson, Richmond, has been appointed acting

assistant-surgeon in the army and has been assigned to duty
in China.

Eighty-nine candidates were successful in passing the re¬

cent examination before the state medical examining board at
Lynchburg.

WASHINGTON.
Dr. W. C. Cox, Everett, has been appointed by Governor

Rogers a member of the State Board of Medical Examiners, to
succeed Dr. Van Zandt, of New Whatcom.

The citizens of Spokane living near the proposed site of
the Sisters of Providence Hospital are making the usual pro¬
test against the location of the hospital and threaten to bring
injunction proceedings.

WEST VIRGINIA.
Forty new cases of smallpox were reported from the in¬

terior of Taylor County, and a general quarantine has been
established.

WISCONSIN.
Dr. G. I. Hogue, who has been interne" at the Milwaukee

Hospital, has been appointed acting assistant-surgeon in the
army, and will leave for San Francisco in a few days.

CANADA.
Dr. Harry J. Watson, Ottawa—Trinity, 1896—has been

appointed a surgeon in the United States Army for service in
China.

Dr. James Third, superintendent of the General Hospital,
Kingston, Ont., has resigned that position. It is under¬
stood that Dr. Herald, of the same city, is likely to be ap¬
pointed his successor.

Dr. A. D. Stewart, late of the house staff of the Toronto
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General Hospital, has been appointed surgeon of the C. P. R.'s
palace steamer Empress of Japan, plying between Vancouver
and Yokohoma. He took charge August 20.

Dr. Gordon Bell, secretary of the Board of Health of Mani¬
toba, is investigating outbreaks of typhoid fever in Winnipeg
and other places throughout that province. On the completion
of his inspection, a pamphlet will be issued on the subject.

The Board of Health of Woodstock, Ont., has decided
to compel bakers to give up the present bread system of giving
small tickets to their customers, as they consider the distribu¬
tion of these around to different houses is liable to spread dis¬
ease.

Dr. J. N. E. Brown, Dawson City, for several years secre¬

tary of the Ontario Medical Association, who went to the
Yukon two years ago as secretary to Governor Ogilvie, has
been promoted to the position of secretary of the Yukon Ter¬
ritory.

Dr. A. C. Sinclair, Rossland,  . C, local Dominion Health
Inspector, reports that there have been no fresh cases of small¬
pox in Rossland or Nelson since he assumed charge of the
maintenance of quarantine, May 1.

The nurses who were sent by the Victorian Order of Nurses
to Dawson City two years ago, and who did such heroic work,
have been withdrawn, because the improvement in the condi¬
tions of life has rendered their further presence unnecessary.

The chief of the Dominion Health Department, Dr. Monti-
zambert, Ottawa, is on his way to Dawson City to investigate
smallpox there and to take action to prevent the spread of the
disease. He will also determine whether it is expedient to raise
the quarantine.

THE CANADIAN RED CROSS COMMISSIONER TO SOUTH AFRICA.

Dr. George Stirling Ryerson, founder of the Canadian Red
Cross Association, has returned to his home in Toronto, and in
an interview accorded the daily press gives some very inter¬
esting opinions regarding hospital work in that country during
the progress of the war. One of the interesting statements
made by him is to the effect that Lady Roberts' hospital for
sick and wounded soldiers at Bloemfontein is almost entirely
fitted out with supplies furnished by Westmount—a suburb of
Montreal—contributors. He considers the insinuations of Mr.
Trêves in regard to "the plague of women" as ungracious and
uncalled for, as he is loud in his admiration for the good work
performed by Lady Roberts, her daughters, and other English
ladies of wealth and station. Shortly after Dr. Ryerson's
arrival in South Africa, where he went as Canadian Commis¬
sioner of the Red Cross Association, he was appointed British
Commissioner at Lord Roberts' headquarters. Here he had
abundance of opportunity of observing in every direction. At
Bloemfontein there were sometimes five thousand sick at one
time; fifty-three deaths occurred there in one day, and alto¬
gether there occurred there 1900 deaths in six weeks. Being
interrogated as to what foundation existed for Mr. Burdett-
Coutts' charges, he declared that these accusations were sub¬
stantially incorrect. He had never made any complaint to Dr.
Ryerson while in South Africa, although he knew that the
Canadian Commissioner had a large amount of money and
stores at his disposal. When one considers the difficulties that
had to be surmounted, Dr. Ryerson states that the hospital
arrangements could not have been more admirable. Rudyarci
Kipling he also scores. As a Canadian he is very proud of the
laurels won by his countrymen in South Africa.

STATE OF HEALTH IN    YUKON DISTRICT.

The report of the Medical Health Officer of the Dawson dis¬
trict, dated June 23, refers to the state of health in the Yukon
at that time. Dr. J. W. Good states there is no typhoid, no

diphtheria, no smallpox—five cases since reported—and no

dysentery. This condition of affairs is very gratifying and is
said to be due largely to the fact that Dawson has now a

good supply of drinking water. At the date mentioned, the
number of pay patients in the Good Samaritan Hospital was
11; number of non-paying, 12; total, 23. The number of pay
patients in St. Mary's Hospital was 4; non-paying patients,
14; total, 18. The system of having all non-paying patients
make declaration as to the state of their finances, certified to

by a friend, before their admittance into either of the hos¬
pitals is said to work with great smoothness. During the
time the smallpox was prevalent in different portions of the
United States and Canada, the medical health officer urged
the board of health to be prepared for an outbreak of the
disease by laying in a quantity of vaccin, as vaccination had
not as yet been performed to any extent in that district. The
vendors of diseased meats, rotten eggs, and unsuitable foods of
all kinds have been watched very closely during the past year,
and prosecutions along these lines have resulted in much good
in this direction. It is stated that the water supplied by the
new company is of a good quality, and the source of the water-
supply is believed to be good. Improvements have been made
in the way of drainage, and obstructions of various kinds have
been removed from the streets.. The question has arisen as to
what shall be done with a few patients in the hospitals at
municipal expense who will never recover their health and
strength in Dawson. The health officer advises, to save thesa
from becoming a chronic burden on the community, that they
be especially examined, and then all of them shipped out simul¬
taneously in charge of an intelligent nurse. From an economi¬
cal standpoint this would pay Dawson City.

THE ONTARIO MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

The thirteenth annual meeting of this association was held
in the library rooms on June 28, the president, Dr. J. F. W.
Ross, in the chair. The secretary, treasurer and curator read
encouraging reports, showing that substantial progress was be¬
ing made, and that the library was of very great value and
usefulness. The president is of the opinion that next year the
provincial government will apportion a grant for the benefit
of the association. The by-laws and catalogues of the asso¬
ciation are now in the printer's hands, and in the course of a

short time will be sent out to members of the profession in
Ontario. Dr. N. A. Powell, as curator, reported that 161 new

volumes and three cases still unopened had been added to the
library during the past year. Dr. Powell is a member of the
American Association of Librarians and is enabled to secure

duplicates from other libraries in exchange. At a meeting of
the board of directors, held on July 4, Dr. Ross was re-elected
president; Dr. R. A. Reeve, first vice-president; Dr. A. A.
Macdonald, second vice-president; Dr. G. H. Carveth, third
vice-president; Dr. H. J. Hamilton, secretary; Dr. H. A.
Bruce, treasurer; Dr. N. A. Powell, curator, and Dr. W. J.
Wilson, assistant curator:

ASSOCIATION OF EXECUTIVE HEALTH OFFICERS.
The fifteenth annual meeting of this association met in

Kingston, Ont., on August 14 and 15. In the absence
of the president at the opening of the session, Dr. T. V.
Hutchinson, London, Dr. William Oldright, Toronto, took the
chair. Mayor Minnes delivered an address of welcome. Mr.
A. McGill, B.A., assistant analyst of the Department of Inland
Revenue, Ottawa, read the first paper. The subject was the
"Effects of Food Preservatives on Public Health," and the
essayist took the stand that the use of chemicals to destroy
the germs in milk was dangerous to human life. Dr. Sheard,
Toronto, stated that he had had several eases come under his
notice where persons, especially young children, were poisoned
by the re-freezing of ice-cream. Dr. Bryce thought that the
importance of cleanliness in the dairy had not made the ad¬
vances it should have in the last twenty-five years. Dr. Sheard
read a paper on his experience in recent vaccination work.
In the evening the delegates enjoyed a moonlight excursion
among the Thousand Islands, given in their honor. On the
meeting assembling on the second day, Dr. Cassidy, of Toronto,
read an interesting paper on tuberculosis and means for its
cure. The president, Dr. Hutchinson, of London, delivered the
annual address. It dwelt with the sanitary progress of the
century. The education problem was the subject of a well-pre¬
pared paper by Dr. Bryce, as viewed from a public health
standpoint. Dr. E. E. Kitchen, St. George, delivered an ad¬
dress on "The Sanitary Needs of Cheese Factories and Cream¬
eries." Dr. Herald gave a brief outline of the sewer system of
Kingston. Dr. Bryce read a paper by Mr. Willis Chipman,
CE., Toronto, on "Septic Tank Method of Sewage Precipita¬
tion." Dr. W. T. Connell, pathologist to Queen's University,
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contributed a paper on "Vitality of Typhoid and Diphtheria
Bacilli in Milk." A paper on the use of antitoxin in the
Toronto Contagious Disease Hospital, prepared by Professor
Shuttleworth, was read by the secretary. A motion to oslab-
lish laboratories at London and Kingston was carried unani¬
mously. Dr. W. T. Connell was elected president, and Brant-
ford was chosen as the next place of meeting.

LONDON LETTER.
The British Medical Association.

(Continued. )
PROBLEMS IN RURAL SANITATION.

Dr. John C. Thresh, president of the Section of State
Medicine, in his introductory remarks, said that one of the
most interesting problems which has engaged the attention of
scientists during recent years is that of the period for which
man will continue to live on this earth. The effect of over¬

population is well exemplified in the periodic famines generally
associated with pestilence, which affect wide areas and mil¬
lions of people in India and China, countries in which the
population has attained its maximum density.

The purely rural population is slowly decreasing and the
urban population rapidly increasing; therefore, year by year
the feeding problem becomes more serious. Land is going out
of cultivation and decreasing in value, yet it is often impossible
to obtain a small quantity to effect sanitary improvements. In
most of our towns every house is efficiently drained and abun¬
dantly supplied with pure water, in the rural districts, nuis¬
ances from the improper disposal of filth abound on every
side, and the water-supplies too often are unsatisfactory in
both quantity and quality.

One of the greatest problems of the age is how to bring back
the people to the land. One of the chief requirements for re¬

storing prosperity to our rural districts is increased facilities
for acquiring small areas of land for sanitary improvement.
With a sufficiency of land adjoining or near each house, the
necessity for sewers would be avoided in most of our rural
districts. The supply of water to our cottages is another im¬
portant problem. Sanitary authorities are averse not only to
the expenditure necessary to provide a public supply of water,
but also to causing landlords to provide such a supply.

A vitally important requirement is decent cottages for our
rural laborers. Many acts of parliament have been passed,
having for their object the better housing of the working
classes. Those who drafted these acts worked on the erroneous

assumption that unless carefully restrained, sanitary author¬
ities would be infected with a mania for building. Conse¬
quently, the utility of these laws has been practically nullified
in the rural districts. What is needed is an act which will
encourage sanitary authorities to build and will offer them
every possible facility to provide decent accommodation for the
laborer with the least possible trouble and at the lowest pos¬
sible cost.

TREATMENT OF THE WOUNDED AT SEA.
Inspector-General Belgrave Ninnis, M. D., R. N., in the

opening address of the Section of the Navy, Army and Ambu¬
lance, spoke of the means at the disposal of the naval medical
officer for the treatment of the injured on board a man-of-war,
more especially during an action.

The essentials of a fighting ship comprise the maximum of
offensive and defensive armament combined with capability of
rapid motion and a steady platform. Light and fresh air
are especially necessary to the sick, but these can be obtained
in sufficient quantity only above the water line where the sick
and injured would be exposed to danger during an action. For
these reasons the naval medical officer must not be judged by
the ordinary standard, as he is obliged to work under great dis¬
advantages. He must depend entirely on himself, and history
has shown that zeal and resourcefulness are notable character¬
istics of the naval branch of the profession.

It is intended in the future to supplement fleets in war
times with floating hospitals, having modern fittings and ap¬
pliances. During action these ships would keep out of range,
but would collect the wounded when the battle was over, and
as they sailed under the regulations of the Geneva Convention
\vou!d be free from molestation or capture.

ADDRESS IN OBSTETRICS.

The address in Obstetrics was delivered by Dr. W. J. Smyly,
vice-president of the Royal College of Physicians in Ireland.
He said that though some knowledge of midwifery had existed
since the earliest times, scientific midwifery commenced with
Ambrose Pare, in the sixteenth century. In the first half of
the present century the mortality of childbed, especially in
hospitals, was probably greater than in any other period of the
world's history. Toward the close of the seventies, however,
an improvement suddenly took place. In the Paris Maternity,
for example, the mortality dropped in one year from 8 to 4
per cent, and in 1881 to 1 per cent., and has since improved.
Semmelweis showed that the heavy puerperal mortality at the
Vienna Hospital was due to infection from the fingers of
students engaged in post-mortem examinations. But his dis¬
covery fell on deaf ears and he fretted himself into insanity.
With a little more patience he might have discovered that the
seed he had sown was slowly bearing fruit. Michaelis and
Lange adopted his views with success. Simpson warmly ad¬
vocated them in England. The wonderful discoveries of Pas¬
teur, published two years before the death of Semmelweis,
confirmed his views and placed them on a scientific basis.
Lister completed the work by his discovery of antisepsis. But
it was not until 1870 that antiseptic principles were applied
to obstetrics and practically banished puerperal fever from
the hospitals. At first the Listerian method was closely fol¬
lowed, but it was too cumbrous for general practice. The
spray was replaced by the douche, and the uterus was washed
out after every labor. This process reached its climax when
permanent instillation was introduced by Sehiickling. Soon
serious accidents and even deaths from injection of antiseptic
fluids and air into the veins began to multiply. Döderlein
then showed that douches acted injuriously by removing nat¬
ural secretions, which had in themselves antiseptic properties.
Consequently, at the Leipzig Hospital, prophylactic douching
was abolished and the mortality fell 10 per cent. The fact
taught by Semmelweis and Sir J. Simpson, that infection is
carried chiefly by the hands, shows the importance of attend¬
ing to this detail. "No handling, no septic infection," was not
far from true. Leopold has proved that patients delivered
without vaginal interference make a better convalescence than
those who have been examined even with the most scrupulous
antisepsis. Experience, therefore, proves—what bacteriologi¬
cal investigation leads us to expect—that aseptic hands can not
be produced by any known process. Local interference should,
therefore, be restricted within the narrowest possible bounds.
The best method to insure this was to resort to diagnosis by
external examination. Dr. Smyly's advocacy of this, which he
considers the most important advance in modern midwifery,
is the most valuable and practical point advanced in the whole
meeting of the British Medical Association. In 1888 Credè
wrote, "Even the simplest manipulation may cause infection
. . . internal examination should be avoided altogether."
By external examination the presentation and position of the
fetus, whether the fetus be living, dying, or dead, and whether
there are one or more children, whether labor has set in or not,
and its course and progress, can all be ascertained. Pelvic
deformity is suggested by pendulous abdomen and abnormal
mobility and obliquity .of the uterus, especially in primiparae.
It is an ominous sign to find the head above the brim after
labor has commenced. In prolonged labors danger is indicated
by thickening of the upper, and thinning of the lower, uterine
segments, elevation of the contraction-ring and prominence of
one or both round ligaments. External examination is equally
useful in the third stage of labor, but not only is external
examination safer than vaginal, but it is also more reliable.
In the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin, where the students are

obliged to write the results of their examinations, the speaker
found that mistakes in diagnosis were much more frequent
with vaginal than with external examinations. But there are

two things which can be made out only by vaginal examina¬
tion—the condition of the os and prolapse of the cord. If
for any reason, such as inexperience or a very fat and rigid
abdominal wall, external examination is unsatisfactory, the

vnginal method becomes necessary.
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PREVENTION OF INSANITY.
In the Section of Psychology, Dr. Percy Smith read a paper

bearing this title. There were, in 1899, 105,086 lunatics in
England, an increase of 3114 on the previous year, which was
the largest increase recorded. There was also an increase in
the ratio of the insane to the general population. Heredity
was given as a cause in 20.4 per cent, of male, and in 25.9 per
cent, of female patients, according to the figures of the Com¬
missioners of Lunacy for 1893-1897. Next to heredity, alcohol
was the most prominent cause, accounting for 22 per cent, of
the male and 9.1 per cent, of the female cases. Simple drunk
enness should render an individual liable to arrest, and it
should be made penal to serve a habitual drunkard with
liquor. As to general paralysis of the insane, the yearly
average of cases was 13.1 per cent, of the male, and 2.8 per
cent, of the female cases. The predominating influence of
syphilis in its causation is now generally recognized.
Syphilis should be made a notifiable disease—a course which
would check its ravages and prevent general paralysis.

ocular headache.
Mr. W. A. Brailey ( Guy's Hospital ) read a paper on this

subject. It is a general law that the greater the error of
refraction, the less the effect on the head, because a great
defect leads to abandonment of the effort of accommodation,
the patient seeing as best he can without it. Uncorreeted
presbyopia ie a rare cause of headache, except just at its
commencement. It might cause strain and burning, but not
headache. Similarly great inequality of refraction gives com¬

paratively little trouble, the worse eye being unused.
GASTRIC ULCER.

Dr. J. F. Payne (St. Thomas' Hospital) read a paper on this
subject. He said that the condition was becoming increasingly
prevalent. Statistics of the six quinquennial periods, 1870-
1899, showed that the number of cases of gastric and duodenal
ulcer admitted to St. Thomas' Hospital were respectively 30,
38, 70, 103, 174, and 216. This was parallel to the increase
of other digestive diseases, e. g., appendicitis. Only one diag¬
nostic sign had been added in the last thirty years—hyper
acidity of the gastric juice. The peculiar pain was present
in only a minority of cases, and in some, pain was entirely
absent. As to hematemesis, he was surprised to find that oul
of 48 fatal cases, it had occurred in only 14, while in non-
fatal cases it had been present in 95 per cent. His explana¬
tion was that many cases proved fatal by perforation, in
which complication hemorrhage was known to be uncommon,
while non-fatal cases were often sent to hospitals for that
very symptom. As to the hyperacidity, he knew little about
it, for it was not justifiable to pass a tube into a stomach,
possibly the seat of ulcération. The main principle of treat¬
ment was to give rest to the stomach by rectal feeding. It
was doubtful whether the rectum absorbed much food. Pep-
tonized food was the most likely to be absorbed. He allowed
a little warm water by the mouth, but not for the first twenty-
four hours after hemorrhage. A danger of long-continued
rectal feeding was syncope. Rectal feeding might safely be
continued for sixteen days if water was given by the mouth,
and for seven days if water was withheld.

CEPHALOTRIPSY OF THE AFTER-COMING HEAD.

Mr. J. H. Targett (London) said that this operation was

hardly referred to in the text-books. It was, of course, only
rarely required. He had performed it in one case in which no
doubt Cesarían section would have been the better operation,
but this was declined. The patient was a rickety dwarf, aged
29 years, and was near the end of the ninth month. Labor
was induced by hydrostatic bags, after which a leg was brought
down. Delay took place and it was decided to extract. The
trunk was delivered, but the head remained in a position of
flexion above the contracted brim. As no impression could be
made on it, and as the funis had ceased to pulsate, craniotomy
was performed. The suboccipital region was chosen as the
most accessible. On applying the cephalotribe, the lower blade
was in apposition with the face, but the upper could not be
passed over the occiput, owing to lateral contraction of the
pelvis and incomplete dilatation of the lower segment of the
uterus. The result was that the end of the blade repeatedly

caught in the edge of the perforation. The blade was, there¬
fore, passed into the skull through the perforation and the
base crushed in its anteroposterior diameter. The plan suc¬
ceeded admirably. The cephalotribe was, he thought, best ap¬plied in the manner followed in this case, because subsequentexperiments gave the same result.

State University and Higher Medical Education.
St. Paul, Minn., July 31, 1900.

To the Editor:\p=m-\In your editorial of July 21 you specificallymention Michigan, Minnesota and Iowa, and allege that by low
fees and mediocre requirements for entrance and for gradua-tion, university medical schools acquire larger classes than
they can properly instruct, that their clinical material is in-
sufficient, and inferentially they are obstructive to the advance
of medical education. Michigan and Iowa will doubtless resent
this attack and defend themselves.

Minnesota's fees are $100 per annum. There are none higherto my knowledge, excepting a small number of schools in our
largest cities. Our entrance requirements are equaled by few
and excelled by none excepting Harvard and Johns Hopkins'Universities and possibly the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, New York. Our entrance examination is now equiv-alent to that required for admission to the academic depart-ment of the University of Minnesota. In two years' time it
will be equivalent to a sophomore, and in three years time to
a junior entrance in the academic department, The twin cities
of Minneapolis and St. Paul, with a population near 400,000and numerous hospitals of modern type, afford unlimitedfacilities for clinical instruction, while our laboratories are
not surpassed in America. Parks Ritchie., M.D.
Dean, College of Medicine and Surgery, University Minnesota.

[Dr. Ritchie evidently did not read very carefully the ed¬
itorial referred to. The reference to the three universities
named was certainly complimentary rather than otherwise. The
main point of the editorial is not touched on, viz., that the
medical departments of state universities have not taken the
lead in the movement for higher medical education. There was
no intention to reflect on the medical departments of the
Universities of Michigan, Iowa or Minnesota, as each of these
is recognized as being in the front rank of medical educational
institutions.—Ed.]

Castor-Oil in Neuralgia.
Ashton, R. I., Aug. 13, 1900.

To the Editor:\p=m-\As touching the treatment of facial neu-
ralgia by castor-oil, your correspondent, Dr. W. S. Caldwell, in
his "Rambling Notes of a Roving Doctor," in The Journal of
August 11, page 368, says the theory entertained in the All-
gemienes Krankenhaus, Vienna, is that the beneficial effects
of this mode of treatment result from the elimination of toxins,which, absorbed into the circulation, produce this disease.

About a month ago a young woman appealed piteously to
me for relief from supraorbital neuralgia, from which she suf-
fered excruciating agony. She had been treated with various
remedies by her brother, who is a physician in good practice,without benefit. On the advice of a young hospital surgeonthe brother intended to have the supraorbital nerve resected,but deferred the operation until after his return from Europe,where he had gone, and was expected back in three weeks.

I prescribed castor-oil to be taken two or three times a week,
from which she obtained immediate relief, continuing to the
present. She still takes the castor-oil at less frequent in¬
tervals. Strange to say the oil does not purge her, which
would seem to indicate that the remedy, in this case at least,
exerts a beneficial influence apart from its cathartic effect.

N. O'D. Parks, M.D.

Not a Case of Death from Nitrous Oxid.Not a Case of Death from Nitrous Oxid.
In the symposium on anesthetics presented before the

New York County Medical Association last Spring\p=m-\seeThe
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